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A report on academic freedom in the state’s universities and community colleges has found that there is absolutely no basis for the contention that faculty members violate the right of students to academic freedom in the classroom

The long-awaited Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government Accountability (OPPAGA) report came at the request of members of the Legislature, who sought to find the number of grievances filed against faculty by students in the state’s 28 community colleges and 11 universities. The result is a clear victory for faculty and calls into question the motives of those legislators who looked for evidence to justify limiting the rights of faculty in the classroom and limiting the rights of students to hear what faculty had to say. The contention by these lawmakers was that there was rampant abuse of conservative students’ rights to express political or religious views in any way. But the OPPAGA investigation found that “less than 1 percent of all formal student grievances” had anything to do with academic freedom. The report said there are academic freedom policies and procedures in place on all campuses and that over the last three years there were “relatively few grievances filed.” Commissioner of Education John Winn concludes that the report “validates the efficacy of the current approach to ensuring academic freedom.” (Appendix B)     

“Not only is there no smoking gun, the gun never went off,” said United Faculty of Florida president Tom Auxter. “Meanwhile, the same legislators who launched this investigation of faculty, attempting to distract the public’s attention from the real crisis in higher education and poison the public attitude toward higher education, draft budgets that are woefully inadequate in every category. The Legislature is punishing all of higher education for crimes that were never committed.” 

Here’s the web link for the OPPAGA report: http://www.oppaga.state.fl.us/reports/educ/r06-22s.html
Background Information: “Legislators Threaten Academic Freedom,” UFF Update, March/April 2006: http://www.unitedfacultyofflorida.org/pdf/UpdateAF3-06.pdf
